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Introduction

In 2007 as part of its 1th anniversary celebrations, VBNK hosted latergenerational
Dialoguein Phnom PenhThe conferencerovided an opportunity for young and old to
come togetherto explore critical social issues that are of greatncern in Cambodian
society today. Participants suggested a follow up conference éxamine the issues
identified in more depth and to exploréurther how communitiescan work together to
make a better Cambodian society now and in the futuréhis yeaf &onferenceg A
Community Conversationwas held in Banteay Meanch@rovince andbrought together
community members, developmerpractitioners, local authoritieand government officers
from different age groups and life experiences to review Cambodistorigiand societyto
identify major social issues, ant explore how to contribute towards addressing those
issues.

Making a Different Society for Today and Tomorrow

. The conference was conducted over three days
. (from 24-26 June, 2008) in Serey Sophalistrict,
Banteay Meanchey provinceParticipants came
from Banteay Meanchey and the surrounding
¢ provinces of Battambang, Oddar Meanchey, Siem
Reap, Pailin and Pursat. In all, there were a total
of 73 participants; including 35 womer ranging

in age from 16 to 74 yearysee Appendix 1)
During he three days the participants explord
how they could work together to build a strong
future.

Building on an ActioiReflectionLearningPlanning cycle
model that had proved successful in the 200 ‘
Conferere! we set out to design a process that Woukw
allow participants to bring their individual expertise ar g
wisdom to the surface for discussion and learning.
was based on our firm belief that Cambodie
development practitioners, the people who are aaly |
involved or doing the workhave the experience ang
wisdom to share and learn from each other. :

! A detailed explanation of the ARLP can be found in VBNK Conference Report 2006
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In addition, he conferenceadrew onfive simple approachegafé styleconversationssmall

group discussionsplenary sharing of learningnd individual réections; and creative

expression (including drawing and role playand personal journaling. Thentention
throughoutwas(i 2 Sy O2dzNJ 3S adl € {1 Ay 3 T NRY paiti&pantsKk S I NI €
with limited writing skillsor limited experienceexpresingtheir ideas publiclywould have

the courage to speak openly

The objectives of theconferencewere (a) to provide participantswith an opportunity to
recall and discuss their life experiences atibse critical events that have impacted on
Cambodiansociety; (b) to envisionthe kind of society they want to see ithe future
(beyond 201% and, (c) to identifywhat each can contribute to achieving the vision aad
making a different society for today and tomorrow.

The Conference Process

A more deailed description of the conference design along with session outputs is available
in a separate documentTheAction-Reflecton-LearningPlanning cycle provided a template
for the flow of individual sessions.

Sessionflow
Day one Day two Day three
Remembering the past Reflection (drawing out learning) Planning

- Draw ariver of life and call on -

the historydepictedto identify
critical issues emerged in
different eras or regimes that
affected the quality of life of
ordinary @mbodian families.

Envisioning the future

Based on the river of life, draw
a picture of how you want to
see Cambodian society
affecting quality of life of
ordinary Cambodian families in
2015.

Discuss what are the issues in
society today preventing the
vision becoming a reality?

What in history the river of
life) conributed to theissues
identified?

What in history can we draw
on address the issues?
What new solutions can
address the issues?

Group reflectionWhatis the
new learning foryou or your
group?

Individual journaling

What did you hear from
others?

What didit mean for you?

What have you learned during
the two days?

Referring back to the river of life
and the analysis in day two:

- What is the most important
thing thatmy generation can
contribute to achieving the
vision?

- What s the most important
thing that | should do for
myself, my family and my
community to contribute to
achieving the vision?

- What contribution | expect
from other generations?

The first day To begin, theparticipants were divided into three different age groujas:

Wa 2 dggbub @4 people including 15 women, rarigg in age from 16 to 298 WY A RRf S Q
group (25 peoplgincluding 11 women, aged betwee® and 54 years; and¥ & S ygrouwph NI

(24 people agedetween 55 and 74 years)Each group waghen asked to recaltritical
issueghat hademergedin different era or regimesandto describehow these hadffected

the quality of life of ordinary Cambodian families.
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Seven periods in Cambodian history

French colony: 19381953

Sihanouk regime: 19541969

Lon Nol: 19701974

Pol Pot: 19751978

Republic and State of Cambodia: 1971992
Royal Government of Cambodia: 199998
Royal Government of Cambodia: 1392008

Part|C|pants weralsoaskel to expressheir conversations aa Wver of lifeQ R NJand foy 3
highlight significantpositive and negative changes
that emerged in each regimeEach age group
shared and clarifiedheir drawings in a plenary
gallery session. By comparing the three
representations, participants were able to see
where the stories theyad told differed and where
there were commonalities (where the rivers
converged) hyS WASYA2NID LI NI AOA LI
that during the colonial period Cambodians were
united around their desire for independence
independence marked a point of prideA YoungQwoman notedhow little she knew of
/P YO2RAL:Qa KAA&G2NER
2KFG L NBFEtATSR gta GKIG ¢S wiKS @2dzy3ISNJ INR
recent historyg we find outby listening tavhat other generations tell us.

The facilitator worked with the group to identify a list of positive and negative changes in
Cambodia todayincluding those issues that echoed the pasind new emerging issues
Some of the positive features identifiedere: increasednvestments from outside have led

to improved infrastructure and economic development; more schools have been built and
the education system has been improved; the Government is attempting to carry out an
administration and reform programmend there is peace after years of war

Critical issues includedin increasing gap between rich and poor,
persistent povertyand increasing prices of basic gopdseven
quality of educationa loss oemphasison traditional values, culture
and morality;corruption; increasd drug abuseespecially amorsj

* the young; domestic violenceexploitation oflabour; conflict over
land and unfair practice poor implementation of laws; political
nepotism and autocratic government officialdegradation of the
envronment; and the ongoinggemotional impacts of war and the
killingduringthe Pol Pot regime

Making a Different Society for Today and Tomorp@



In the afternoon of dy one each of the three
age groups refleetd on the different stories
represented in the river of lifdiagramspefore
envisionng the Canbodian society they would
like to seein 2015 Participants also discussed
further the issues preventing their vision
becoming a reality. A strong theme that
emerged out of all three groups was thlesire
for peace and harmony in Cambodian society
All three groupsspoke aboutgender equality
equal access taquality education an end to
domestic violence, drug abused corruption;
equal access to quajithealth service increased awarenessind positive behaviours
amongst youthrelated to sexual healthssues good infrastructure (roads, irrigation etg.)
andenough income to support family needs.

During a final plenary sessiotihree underlying critical issues were prioritisédr further
exploration on the following day. These wererruption, uneven gality of education, and

rule of law. Before closing, the participants were asked to sign up to work on one of the
issues on dagwo.

Thesecond day: Following a reflectionperiod, the participants formed into three cross
generational groups, with eachgroup
working on one of theissuesidentified
on day one.Participants used café style §
discussiors to reflect on the histories
from day one to identify underlying
causes contributing to the issue
identified. They then discussed what
could be done toovercome theissue In
the afternoon, participants worked in
small group to draw out their individual
and group learning.The lessors learned
were shared in a plenary session The
day ended withindividual reflection and
journaling.

The third day : The day began in plenary, with participants reviewing the work from
days one and twoand asking questions for clarification. The participants then returned
to the three age groups for a planning session to identifgoncrete actions thateach
individual could own in order to advancethe vision. The plaming focused on three
actions: (a) what the individual could do for her/his self, family and community;(b)
what contributions each groupexpectfrom the other generations; andc) what all three
generations could do together.
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The O O A Taidi@@idledage groupsstressed the importanceof providing a positive role

model to their children and to youth in general AU Ox Al EET ¢ OEA OAIl E8
included maintaining Cambodian culture and traditiors; being willing to learn and

update their knowledge committing to moral actions, honesty and justice valuing

gender equality, and actively working to stop domestic violence.They re-confirmed the

need to encourage both male and femalehildren to attend school They also
committed to speaking softly but firmly with children and youth about drug abuse

TheO U T @ioup Bommitted to staying involved byhelping and supporting their friend
to stay away from drugs. They also ommitted to studying and seeking out ways to
contribute to development activities in thar communities.

Evaluati ng the Experience
Feedback from the participants

In summary, prticipants reported that they
appreciated the opportunity teeflecton and explore
critical eventsthat have shapedCambodiansodety

from the past to present They also appreciated the
opportunity to listen and talk acrossdifferent
generations to exchangeideasand learn from each

20 KSND& f A an8toeekloifivdygs B YWDIS & =
together to address the issues facing Camhbod
today.

The majority of participantfelt that the conference process and reflections had allowed
them to explore what was critical and to identify underlying root causes. They felt that this
led to a deeperunderstandlngand also helped to identify pats of commonality. The
— : g drawings of the river of life and the visioning
i exercise, thegames and role plaijng created a
goyfule learning atmosphereparticipants felt they
could express theideasfreely.

Finally, a number of participantssuggested
organising similar conferensein the future and
involving participants fromother provinces andto
invite a broad range ofoccupations. They also
suggestd holding a conferencein a community
setting

Our Reflectioras Facilitators

We were very appreciati of the cooperation and supportve receivedfrom the Banteay
Meanche provincial authorities This was instrumental in creatitige warm and friendly
atmospherethat encouraged participation throughout. W&ere motivated by the closing
remarks made bythe Deputy GoverngrH.E. Im Phoansophalyhen he expressed his
personalappreciationof our work.
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